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takes the step in .question, she is most anxious to establish
a full understanding with the German Empire, not only in
consideration of old traditions and of what is due to a close
ally, but more especially because grave interests of Germany
and the Triple Alliance are at stake, and because its com-
mon interests can be successfully safeguarded only if the
joint action of Russia and France is opposed by an equally
joint counter-action of the Triple Alliance, and especially
of Austria-Hungary and the German Empire. . . . While
France aims to weaken the Dual Monarchy with the hope
of promoting her plans for revanche, the intentions of Rus-
sia are much more comprehensive. If one considers the de-
velopment of Russia during the last two centuries, the
steady extension of her territory, the enormous increase of
her population, exceeding so much that of all the other
European Great Powers, and the vast progress of her eco-
nomic resources and military strength, as well as the fact
that this great Empire is as good as cut off from the sea by
its geographical position and treaty obligations, one sees
why Russia's policy has necessarily always had an inher-
ently aggressive character. . . . For these reasons the Aus-
trian Foreign Office is convinced that it is for the common
interests of Austria no less than of Germany to oppose a
timely and energetic counter-action to the development
which is being pushed by Russian intrigues, and which per-
haps at a later time could never be undone."
In this form the memorandum was complete and ready
for transmission to Berlin. It was to "open Germany's
eyes" to the need of supporting Austria more energetically
in this diplomatic wooing of Bulgaria.13
Then on Sunday afternoon, June 28, came the terrible
13 Hoyos at Vienna to Pallavicini at Constantinople, June 26: "Unter-
dessen wird ein langes Memorandum fur Berlin ausgearbeitet, das
demnachst abgehen soil, und der Minister [Graf Berchtold] tut sein
Mogliches, Tschirsehky die Augen zu offnen." Gooss, p. 6. C/. Berchtold's
article in Contemporary Review, April, 1928, pp. 422-432.